PTEROSTYLIS CARE & CULTIVATION
Keep the plant moist at all times during the growth period.

After flowering has finished, the leaves will start to turn yellow.

Cease watering and let the pot dry completely.  This is important.  Over-watering during the dormant period will cause the tubers to rot.

Once the leaves have died and the pot is completely dry, leave until January to repot.

Repotting is easy.  Tip the pot out and you will find the old plus new tubers in the mix.  Some new tubers will be very small, so be careful not to ‘throw out the baby with the bathwater’.

My method is to use seed raising mix.  Remove any large bits of bark and place mix in appropriate size pot for the number of tubers you find.  Fill the pot to within two and a half inches from the top.

Some people use half of the previous potting mix and half new mix, but in my experience, it doesn’t seem to make much difference.

Place a very small pinch of blood and bone over the mix, remembering that like all native Australian plants, they don’t like fertiliser.  Cover with an inch of seed raising mix.

Place the tubers on the mix and cover with another inch of seed raising mix.  The remainder of the pot is filled with chopped pine needles.  This is to protect the tubers and make watering easier so there is less soil disturbance.

Water the pots then place in the shade or dappled light.  Only give light watering until the plant shows signs of new growth in autumn.

The growth once started is quite rapid, and pest and diseases are few.  Watch for snails.  

These orchids are easy and extremely rewarding to grow.  They multiply rapidly and the floral display is both unusual and beautiful.
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