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Minutes of the monthly meeting;

held at the Senior Citizens’ Hall, Starkey Street,

Forestville on Tuesday, 20" August 2019.

The meeting was opened by Trish Peterson at

8.25pm who welcomed members and our Guest

Speaker, Neville Lee.

Apologies: John McAuley, Warleiti Jap, Bill &

Lorraine Dobson, Cary Polis, Mick Korzenowski,

Murray Corrigan, Bill Westwood, Mick Korzenowski,

Garry & Harleen Williams, Bill Bradley

The minutes of the previous meeting as published

in the Bulletin were accepted as a true record on

the motion of Bryan Spurrs seconded by Ela Kielich

Matters arising: nil

Correspondence:

o Northern Beaches Council — various receipts

Bendigo Bank Term Deposit Review

Cheque for $500 from St Ives Orchid Fair

Subscription — John Hurst

Flyers — Orchid Spectacular — Victoria

o Flyers — Jon Baine’s Tour to Malabar Coast

Moved for acceptance by Bryan Spurrs, seconded
by Peter Dunstan

General Business:

1. The Society’s improved placement of 4" at the
St Ives Fair was discussed and all participants
thanked.

2. Acknowledgment of Tinka Riddell's generosity
in making sleeves for pots for our display.

3. Certificates awarded to David Hemmings, Bill
& Lorraine Dobson, Judith Barry and Sheree
Howard.

4. Sheree Howard'’s ticketing acknowledged.

5. Storage cupboard transfer.

6. Shelving for St Ives Show display needs
storage space.

7. Subscriptions now due.

8. Website up and going — members invited to
visit.

9. Our Spring Show 7™ and 8" September — Set-
up Friday 6" September.

Receive plants from 4pm. Tags and sales
sheets required for plant sales.

O 0 O O

10. Volunteer Roster for set-up, sales table, canteen
and raffle ticket sales circulated.

11. ANOS Sydney Show at Eden Gardens on 31
August.

12. Unclaimed plant (in care of President) Den.
Aussie Child ‘Sydenham’ x Den. Yondi Tina
Goliath ex AON

13. Next meeting — Members’ Spring Show and
Joan Cook trophy for best Den. kingianum.

Judges Report — Erik Lielkajis

Plant of Evening: Dendrobium teretifolium
— David Hemmings

Other Plants of Interest:

Dockrillia Vivian Margaret x Den. Australian Ginger
— David Hemmings

Dendrobium melaleucaphilum — David Hemmings

Guest Speaker:

After supper our guest speaker, Neville Lee,
regaled us with his slides of his Dockrillia orchids.
He also provided details and examples of pots he
had modified to obtain varying depths and optimal
growing conditions for these orchids. Thanks to
Neville for a great talk.

Lucky Door Prizes: Richard Blaxland, Mark Asbury.

Raffle Prizes:

Lynne Lane, Jim Moore, Bruce Potter, lan Tanner,
Jim Hemmings (2), Reiner Schneidereit.

(Plants to be collected at the next meeting.)

The meeting closed at 10.15pm

In My Bushhouse

Well September is here and for most native growers
this is the time when all the hard work (ha ha) has
paid off. The rain that pelted down for a few short days
was incredible. My ‘rain gauge’ my wheel barrow was
emptied half full then refilled again so | estimate that
we received at least 6” under the old scale or 150mm

which was sorely needed however the 13 deg max
days was neither required or appreciated as the
flowers just stopped in their tracks.

However now when | walk out on to my deck this
week as the sun comes up the smell is intense
with honey and the fragrance of Dendrobium
speciosum. Not everyone does or can like this as |
have some, few in numbers, walk into our hall and
turn around and walk back out. To them it’s like a
mouthful of chili, to me It’s like a fine red wine just
can’t get enough.

Flowering no is Dendrobium tetragonum,
melaleucaphilum, and capitisyork. Dendrobium
adae, and all varieties of Dendrobium speciosum.
Plectorrhiza tridentata is starting to release its
fragrance which I might say is incredible considering
the size of the flower.

Days are just nice with 20-23 degrees forecast with
cloudless skies and the blooms are starting to open
and set. Just look after them and stake racemes for
transport to your shows and then untie when you
put them on the bench.

Look out for aphids and other bugs as the weather
warms up the will be about. The next huge job
even before the Sarcochilus are opening will be
repotting and some need to be done now. | will wait
until after our show and cut off all ‘spikes’ and pot
on or divide, to get the maximum growing time.

The work we put in earlier in the year with Confidor®
balls and Neem oil has meant the least amount
of bugs in the bushhouse for many a year. Next
year this will be repeated over the whole collection
inside and out.

Water restrictions are now in effect but shouldn’t
concern us too much as we have to water early in
the morning or late evening but if you don’t have
a tank then this is something that you should have
even a small one will help out greatly.
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| intend to put in a misting system for this summer
that in itself reduce the amount of water used

but give the plants more humidity and contribute
to cooling during the summer months. However
more on that later.

Good Growing Bill Dobson

AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUMS IN NATURE
Ken Russell

Although there are almost 50 species in .the
genus Cymbidium, only three are native
to Australia - Cymbidium canaliculatum,
C. madidum and C. suave. These three
species occur only in Australia. | have made
an extensive study of these species where
they grow in nature in New South Wales and
southern Queensland and have discovered
surprising differences in their cultural likes and
dislikes, particularly the pH of the decayed
material surrounding their roots. These results
provide useful clues as to how we can better
grow these three Aussies in cultivation.

| have examined plants of C. canaliculatum
between my home town of Dungog (NSW)
and Roma in Queensland, a habitat range of
1400 Km. Daily temperatures in its various
habitats range from -12°C to

+50°C. Plants were found on a variety of hosts
- eucalypts, native pines and native oaks -
both living trees and stumps or fallen logs. Of
the total plants surveyed, 60 were found on
living trees and 85 on stumps or fallen logs.
Ten were found on live native pines while
thirty grew on fallen pine logs. pH tests were
made around the root systems of each plant,

both near the surface and well down around
the lower root System. The pH near the surface
differed markedly from lower down, as shown
by the following values:

Host pH pH
Near surface  lower down

Live pines 6 9

Pine logs on ground 6.5 9

Other live trees 7 9.5

Other stumps & logs 7.5 9.5

The pH measured near the roots of seedlings
(average leaf length 150-250 mm) growing on
live native pines was only 4.5 but measurements
taken on older plants ranged from pH 7 to
9. It seems therefore that the root system of
Cymbidium canaliculatum prefers alkaline
conditions, preferably about pH 9, and may
modify its environment to suit. | recommend
spraying cultivated plants with lime spray (1 gm
per L) four times each year. This species grows
vigorously in spring and summer and benefits
from fertiliser applications during this period. In
nature the root system hardly ever becomes
dry, as the channel-like leaves channel any
moisture provided by rain, dew or frost to the
base of the plant. Decayed leaf matter provides
the main source of nutriment.

Cymbidium suave plants were studied in nature
between the Hunter River (near Newcastle,
NSW) and the Brisbane River (near Ipswich,
Queensland), a range of

1000 Km. Some plants were found near sea
level (25 m), others at elevations up to 700 m.
Hosts included blue gum, spotted gum, grey
gum, water gum, red gum, brush box, blackbutt,
stringy bark, ironbark, tallow wood, native pine
and oak. Again, pH measurements were made
just under the leaf mould at the base of the

plant and also much further down in the rotted
heartwood (mudgut).

Number Host pH pH

near in

surface mudgut

195 dead stumps 4-5 4
65 dead wood logs 4.5 4
15 live trees 4.5 4
8 on rocks/bark 5 4
5 sick plants in stumps 5 6

Obviously, the root system of this species
prefers acidic conditions. The study covered
288 plants in all, 250 of them carrying seed
capsules (it was late September). The best
plants had a 25 mm layer of good leaf mould
from decaying leaves, twigs and bark around
their bases. Decayed material (mudgut) taken
from the centre of host stumps have pH 3.5-
4, and | recommend the use of this material
to achieve a Satisfactory pH range when
cultivating Cymbidium suave. Other materials
suitable for adjusting the pH of the potting mix
include Phostrogen Acid Plant Food (a new
product with pH 4.5), pineapple juice (pH 4.5)
and coffee grounds (ph 4.5). Never apply lime
to this species, as it hates alkaline conditions.

Only eight plants of Cymbidium madidum were
Studied, all of them living on trees, logs and
stumps in the Coifs Harbour area (mid-north
coast of NSW). Material surrounding their roots
had pH 6- 6.5.

KR
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ANOS Warringah Monthly Benching Results - August 2019

1. Dockrillia species
1%t Dockrillia teretifolia
2" Dockrillia teretifolia
3 Dockrillia teretifolia

2. Dendrobium species
18t Dendrobium tetragonum
2" Dendrobium aemulum

3 Dendrobium melaleucaphilum

3. Sarcanthinae species
18t Sarcochilus argochilus
2" Sarcochilus falcatus
3 Nil

4. Bulbophyllum species
18t Bulbophyllum shepherdii
2" Bulbophyllum blumei
3 Nil

5. Miscellaneous species
18t Oberonia flavescens
2" Oberonia rimachila
3 Nil

6. Dendrobium Hybrids
1st Den. Flinders ‘Sadie’
2" Den. Brimbank Gold ‘Henry’
3 Den. RGOFA x YSGH

7. Sarcanthinae Hybrids
1st Nil
2 Nil
3 Nil

8. Miscellaneous Hybrids
18t Doc. Unknown
2 Nil
3 Nil

9. Australasian species
1st Nil
2 Nil
3 Nil

10. Australasian Hybrids

David Hemmings
David Hemmings
Judith Barry

David Hemmings
James Moore
Erik Lielkajis

Erik Lielkajis

Trish Peterson

Judith Barry
Erik Lielkajis

Erik Lielkajis
Erik Lielkajis

David Hemmings
David Hemmings
Ela Kielich

Richard Blaxland

1st Doc. Vivian Margaret x Australian Ginger ‘NL’ David

Hemmings

2" Doc. Australian Ginger ‘#2’ x (Tweetas x Fiona Lou-

ise)David Hemmings

3 Den. engae x polysema ‘AM’

Jim Hemmings

11. Novice & Junior
18t Den. Tweeti ‘Marigold’
x ‘Jesmond Sparkler ‘Greg Hall' Bruce Potter
2" Den. Burgundy Blaze x Moonmere Templestowe
David Morgan
3 Den. Aussie Parade ‘Carrot Splash’
x Hilda Poxon ‘Rusty Bucket’
12. Pterostylis species
18t Pterostylis curta
2" Pterostylis curta
3 Pterostylis concinna
13. Other terrestrials
1st Nil
2 Nil
3 Nil
14. Terrestrial hybrids
1st Nil
2 Nil
3 Nil
15. Best specimen
18t Dockrillia teretifolia
2 Nil
3 Nil
16. Best First Flowering seedling
1st Den. Brimbank Sandstone x
(Midas Touch x speciosum)
2" Den. (Visheen Warrior)
x Den. Rutherford Starburst
3" Den. lzzys Gem

David Morgan

M & S Howard
Judith Barry
Judith Barry

David Hemmings

David Hemmings

lan Tanner
David Hemmings

-000-
Popular Vote
Dendrobium tetragonum - David Hemmings
Dockrillia teretifolia - David Hemmings

Dockrillia Vivian Margaret x Australian Ginger
- David Hemmings

NATURAL SOLUTIONS

For the Control of Insects and Fungal - Bacterial
Problems.

GARLIC SPRAY: is for small pests and general
plant protection. Chop 90g of raw garlic and soak in
2 tablespoons of paraffin oil for 24 hours. Slowly add
600ml of water into which 7 g of soft soap has been
dissolved. Stir well, strain through butter muslin and
store in a china or glass container, (never use metal).
Dilute the solution to one part in 50 to spray affected
plants.

RHUBARB SPRAY: is an excellent insecticide. Cut up
1.5kg rhubarb leaves, boil in 3.5 litre of water then cool.
Dissolve 125g of soft soap in 2.5 litres of hot water.
Cool, strain and blend the two liquids.

NSECT REPELLENT: can be made from chopped
garlic, onions, lavender leaves and flowers, mint and
yarrow - mixed together then covered with water. Stand
in an airtight container for 24 hours then strain. Add
equal quantities of water and a few drops of organic
detergent and apply as a spray.

CHIVE TEA: is effective for scab and mildew fungi. Use
about 200g of dried chives (buy in bulk at a health food
store) and cover with 600ml of boiling water. Infuse for
one hour, then dilute one part to two of water.

Fungal infections:

CINNAMON: A perfectly safe and effective fungicide
that has saved many a plant for me. Can be purchased
from any supermarket, or borrowed from your wife’s
spice rack. When cutting plants always seal with
cinnamon. If you have a wet rot then cut it out and seal
with cinnamon. Sprinkle liberally on to the plant. Will
not hurt any foliage on ANY plant and you can lick your
fingers to boot.

CASUARINA: needles - up to 9g - infused in a litre
of boiling water makes a mild fungicide and protect
against fungal and bacteria and mildew problems.
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Class
1
1st
2nd
2
1st
2nd
3
1st
2nd
4
1st
2nd
5
1st
2nd
6
1st
2nd
7
1st
2nd
8
1st
2nd
9
1st
2nd

Results 2019 ANOS Warringah Group Spring Show

Grand Champion - Grand Champion Ribbon
Dendrobium gacilicaule

Champion Aust. Native Epiphytic Species Orchid
Dendrobium gacilicaule

Champion Aust. Native Terrestrial Species Orchid
Pterostylis curta

Champion Aust. Native Hybrid Orchid
Dendrobium Flinders x speciosum

Champion Australasian Species or Hybrid
Dockrillia Hot and Grumpy ‘BLUFE’

Champion Specimen Native Species Orchid
Dendrobium gracilicaule

Champion Specimen Native Hybrid Orchid
Dendrobium Gowan’s Tangello

SPECIES SECTION

Best Dendrobium / Dockrillia see Rule 13 (1)
Dockrillia pugionformis

Dockrillia fairfaxii

Best Dendrobium see Rule 13 (2)

Dendrobium aemulum

Dendrobium adae

Dendrobium gracilcaule

Dendrobium gracilicaule

Dendrobium gracilicaule

Dendrobium tetragonum

Den. tetragonum var. melaleucaphilum

Den. tetragonum var. melaleucaphilum

Best Dendrobium kingianum - pink/white
Dendrobium kingianum ‘Speckles’ x ‘Jeckles’
Dendrobium kingianum

Best Dendrobium kingianum - red
Dendrobium kinginanum

Dendrobium kinginanum ‘Corrigan’s Red’

Best Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum
Dendrobium speciosum var speciosum ‘Watellow’

Dendrobium speciosum var speciosum ‘National White’

Best Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii
Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii

Dendrobium speciosum var hillii ‘Lynwood’

Best Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum

Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum ‘Fort Knox’
Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum ‘Lemon Ice’

Grower
Trish Peterson

Trish Peterson
M & S Howard
David Hemmings

L & B Dobson

Reiner Schneidereit

Ela Kielich
Jim Hemmings
Trish Peterson

G & H Williams
L & B Dobson

Trish Peterson
David Hemmings

David Hemmings
L & B Dobson

Judith Barry
David E. Stiles

David Hemmings
G & H Williams

L & B Dobson
L & B Dobson

lan Tanner
L & B Dobson

L & B Dobson
L & B Dobson

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

Best Dendrobium speciosum var. capricornicum
Dendrobium speciosum var. Capricornicum ‘Morrie’
Dendrobium speciosum var. capricornicum ‘Morrie’

Best Dendrobium speciosum var. curvicaule

Dendrobium speciosum var. curvicaule ‘Blew Moon’
Dendrobium speciosum var. curvicaule ‘Daylight Moon’
Best Dendrobium speciosum var. pedunculatum

Dendrobium speciosum var. pedunculatum
Dendrobium speciosum var. pedunculatum
Best Dendrobium speciosum - other
Dendrobium speciosum var. boreale

Nil

L & B Dobson
L & B Dobson

L & B Dobson
L & B Dobson

L & B Dobson
Jim Hemmings

L & B Dobson
Nil

Best Dendrobium speciosum - Exhibition Style (intervarietal)

Den. speciosum ‘Kate’s Special’ x ‘Daylight Moon’
Den. speciosum ‘Windermere’ x ‘Daylight Moon’
Best Dendrobium spathulata

Nil

Nil

Best Sarcochilus

Sarcochilus falcatus

Sarcochilus falcatus

Best Sarcanthinae - Other Genera
Plectorrhiza tridentata

Plectorrhiza tridentata

Best Bulbophyllum

Bulbophyllum shepherdii

Bulbophyllum crassuifolium

Best Other Epiphytic Species

Nil

Nil

Best Species Seedling - First Flowering
Dendrobium kingianum

Dendrobium falcorostrum

Best Pterostylis

Pterostylis curta

Pterostylis baptistii

Best Other Terrestrial

Nil

Nil

HYBRID SECTION

Best Dendrobium Hybrid predominately white
Den. Flinders x speciosum

Den. Dunokayla x Bill Dobson

Clover Bradley
lan Tanner

Nil

Nil

Trish Peterson
Cary Polis

L & B Dobson
Trish Peterson

Judith Barry

L & B Dobson

Nil

Nil

David Hemmings
David Hemmings

M & S Howard
P & J D'Oliver
Nil
Nil

David Hemmings
David Hemmings
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24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd
1st

2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

Best Dendrobium Hybrid predominately yellow

Den. Eclipse x Aussie Treat

Den. (Graham Banks x Yondi) x speciosum
Best Dendrobium Hybrid bronze / orange
Den Cosmic Gold x Cobber

Den. Brimbank Sandstorm

Best Dendrobium Hybrid pink / purple / red
Den. Aussie Rhubarb Pie x speciosum

Den. Flinders x speciosum

Best Dendrobium Hybrid any other colour
Den. Moorduc

Den. Sheenamere

David Hemmings
David Hemmings

David Hemmings
David Hemmings

David Hemmings
David Hemmings

Jim Hemmings
David Hemmings

Best Dendrobium Hybrid with one or more Dockrillia parents

Doc. Grey Ghost ‘Tumbi x Fairfaxii var. aureum
Den. Jiggi

Best Classic Hybrid - see condition 14

Den. Gracillimum

Den Andrew Person

Best Sarcanthinae Hybrid

Sarco. Soft Touch

Sarco. Cherrie ‘Dappled’ x Velvet ‘Ruby’

Best Hybrid Seedling - First Flowering

Den Munroe ‘Marilyn’ x Dunokayla ‘Munky Moon’

Den. Flinders x speciosum
Best Hybrid Terrestrial

Nil

Nil

Best Other Hybrid

Nil

Nil

AUSTRALASIAN SPECIES & HYBRIDS
Best Australasian Species
Nil

Nil

Best Australasian Hybrid
Den. Stephen Batchelor
Den. Gowan'’s Tangello

Trish Peterson
David E. Stiles

lan Tanner
David Hemmings

Clover Bradley
Clover Bradley

David E. Stiles
David Hemmings
Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil
Nil

Ela Kielich
Ela Kielich

Best Australasian Hybrid with terete leaved parents

Dockrillia Hot and Grumpy ‘Blue’

Dockrillia Australian Ginger ‘Denistone fairy Dancer’

L & B Dobson
David Hemmings

Best Australasian Hybrid Seedling - First Flowering

Nil
Nil

Nil
Nil

NOVICE SECTION

38 Best Epiphytic Species
1st Nil
2nd NIl

39 Best Terrestrial Species
1st Nil
2nd NIl

40 Best Hybrid
1st Nil
2nd NIl

-000-

Grand Champion - Grand Champion Ribbon
Dendrobium gacilicaule ‘Golden Leopard’

Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Grower
Trish Peterson
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